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MOOTS PENALIZATION OF DEFAULTERS OF WATER BILLS, NEW
LEGISLATION/AMENDMENTS TO BOOST WATER CONSERVATION
Chandigarh, July 11: Taking a tough stance against wastage of water, Punjab Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh on Thursday issued a series of directives to ensure conservation of the precious
resource, including penalization of the defaulters of their water bills.
With the state staring at acute water scarcity, the Chief Minister reviewed the situation at the second
meeting of the Urban Renewal and Reforms Consultative Group and ordered a virtual war against
water wastage.
Besides stricter enforcement of the rules and regulations, Captain Amarinder ordered the concerned
departments to suggest amendments, if any, to enforce payment of water dues as a deterrent to
those wasting water. If needed, the state could go for a separate legislation to ensure conservation of
water and prevent Punjab from going dry.
He asked the department to decide on installation of meters to check pilferage and wastage of water
in large houses in posh localities of the state, an official spokesperson said after the meeting. The
meeting discussed the possibility of switching to volumetric tariff to stop wastage of water as well as
to make the Operation & Maintenance of water supply/sewerage sustainable.
Emphasizing the need to create awareness amongst the people about the conservation of water,
Captain Amarinder asked both the departments of Local Government and Water Supply & Sanitation
to organise special camps to educate the people especially in the rural areas for sensitizing them
about the need for water preservation. He also appealed to the MLAs to organize mass contact
programmes at district, sub division and block levels to mobilize public opinion to save every drop of
water.
To tackle the problem of drainage of water during the monsoons, the Chief Minister directed the
Principal Secretary Local Government to chalk out a comprehensive, both on an emergent and longterm basis. He asked the Local Government to arrange super sucker and jetting machines for
cleaning of choked sewage lines, which are often flooded during heavy rains. Captain Amarinder

asked the Local Government department to evolve a time-bound action plan in consultation with the
Water Supply & Sewerage Board to avert the flooding of sewage lines in urban areas.
The Chief Minister also asked the Finance Department to immediately release funds to the tune of Rs
221 crore, under the 14th Finance Commission, to the Local Government department for execution of
development works in the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). The Principal Secretary Finance assured the
Chief Minister that these funds would be released to the Department within 10 days.
Captain Amarinder also asked the Local Government Minister to immediately convene a meeting of
MLAs, MPs and Mayors of the corporations to identify the basic issues related to strengthening the
civic amenities, besides upgradation of urban infrastructure in terms of potable water supply,
sewerage, street lighting and OTS for regularisation of building violations.
Prominent amongst those who attended the meeting were Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal,
Housing & Urban Development Minister Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria, Food & Civil Supplies Minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Senior Advisor to CM Lt. General (Retd.) TS Shergill, Media Advisor to CM
Raveen Thukral, MLAs Surinder Dawar, Sunil Dutti, Amit Vij, Amarinder Singh Raja Warring, Dr.
Harjot Kamal, Pargat Singh, Sushil Rinku, Kuljeet Singh Nagra, Kushaldeep Singh Dhillon, Mayor
Jalandhar Jagdish Raj Raja, Mayor Ludhiana Balbir Sandhu and Mayor Patiala Sanjeev Sharma
besides ACS Housing & Urban Development Vini Mahajan, Principal Secretary Finance Anirudh
Tiwari, Principal Secretary to CM Tejveer Singh, Principal Secretary Local Government A Venu
Prasad, Secretary PWD (B&R) Hussan Lal and CEO Water Supply & Sewerage Board Ajoy Sharma.

